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I. FPREANMBLE:s

SOURCE was a charwoman, 24 years of age, in police headquarters in KALININ-
GRAD (5442N-2031E), when the Soviet Army occupied Eastern Prussia. She was arrests
ed, accused of conspiracy and of activity as "Pascist Agent", and deported to
Russia. Eventually, in Dec 47 she was sentenced to 20 years of forced labor and
correction camp. She was intermed in these camps until Dec 53.

I1. THE RUSSIAN FORCED LABOR CAMPS IN THE AREAS OF UKHTA (6334N-5342E) AND

VORKUTA (67%0N-6403E)s i

The whole country N of UKHTA up to the WHITE SEA was penal district. All the
towns and cities had forced labor camps for both sexes. The inmates of these
camps, after serving their sentences, were settled in these places, and usually
called their relatives and dependents here for homesteading. Cther compulsory
settlers were composed of subjects of Soviet satelite states and especially Rus-
sian subjects of German descent. All these compulsory settlers had forcedly ple
ed to memadin in the area for 25 years or for ever. All persons in key conditions
of nearly all installations, such as directors, managers, departmentheads and
foreamen were former convicte. The camp guards were Red Army persomnel. Two dif-
ferent categories could be distinguished here. The first group, so-called"DIVI-
SIOR" wore Army battle dress with blue shoulder boards, According to the state-
ment of these soldiers they were transferred to here in punishment for minor
offenges and violation of regulations. They had to serve between 5 and 10 years
sentences, were considerate and humane toward the prisoners. The second group
was called the "GARNISON". It was composed of recruits of all parts of USSR.This
was regular Arsy stationed in the ares for military training and service. Begidss
their normal military duties they were commanded to guard the prisomers . The '
soldiers of this group were much more rough in treating the prisoners than those
of the first group. A third group existed, composed of organized communist youth,
members of the communist organization "KOMSOMOLSEN" (SOURCE's spelling). These
youngsters, aged between 16 and 20 years, of both sexes were especially trained
and tought that they were to deal with the lowest class of human bYeings, worst
than dogs. These people were given authority wherever they weres wore uniforms
of the Communist Party, and worksd in groups in the various installations. The
public announcement, that the Communist Youth volun&arily was developing the
SIBERIA for the benefit of the USSR, and that this was a great patriotic achieve-
ment was not true. These youngaters were fanatic Communista and very rough, but
they never were voluntaries. The announcement, that all the projects were planncdl
by thege youths was not real either. Remarkable was the fact, that all planning
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engineers and ardiitects were either of German descent or Poles, Lithusnians and
Latviens recruited of both groups, compulsory settlers, exconvicts or prisoners,
The main labor contingent came from the camps, was comparatively cheap but not
very efficient. Each installation had its own camp or camps with own detachment
of guards. The guards changed at about 2 month interval, in order %o prevent any
friendship or relation between guards and prisoners. The administration of all
camps was uniform., Headquarters were in VORKUTA with a ranking general as (.0.
It had several departments. Headquarters had ranking officers, at least 2 members)
a8 permanent detachment at each camp, who were not assigned for direet camp
administration. Their aectual duty wes unknown. The camp administration wes indie
vidual and was composed of the C.0. ranking major of captain, operation officer,
polit officer, supply officer, and the officer in charge of the labor activity.
All these people were ranking officers and every one had an officer adjutant
attached. 411 the other employees were civilians. The medical officer in overall
charge was a captain from HQ.Edch camp hal its own medical doctor, who usually was

& convict eerving time. He or she was subordinated directly to HQ, and was not
supposed to take orders from the direct administration. The rate of permitted
sick leave concerning the prisoners was fixed by the medical officer and was in
no gase %0 be surpassed. A very efficient system of secret agency was spread over
the entire area. Everybody could be such a secret agent. These agente were in
camps, installations and towns spying, shadowing and supervising everything and
everybody. People were liable to be checked for I D cards and spesial permite at
any time by day and night and at any place at their homes. These checks were
usually executed by civilian officers of the MVD, Punishments wers very hard and
especially severe for the minor offenses. Each denouncement was followed and in-
vestigated very closely. Usually the denouncer's claim was .scknowledged. The
inmates of the camp did not dare to speak up, the more so bescause it would have
been in vain. It often happened that blatnois were the denouncers, who could pro-
duce any number of false witnesses out of their fellows., Four grades of punish-
ment existed and could be variated to great extent., The first and mildest grade

¢ Was the mild arrest, so-called "ISULATOR" (SOURCE's spelling). The delinguent _
worked with his gang as usually, but was locked up after work in cells with 4-5
others. No accomodations were allowed. The second grade was solitary arrest cslle
"KARZER" (SOURCE's spelling). The delinquent had not to work, was given very
little bread and water, and only once in 3 or 4 days interval one hot meal. His
cell was bare, without cot or stool, blankets were not issued. Por personal needs
they were conducted at request to the latrine. It was impossible to clean or

wash oneself. This punishement was inflicted usually for unallowed writing of
letters or for buying unallowed food and amounted to 10 and 20 days. For heavie:
punishment the prisoner could be handouffed, shackled and gagged. If a straight -
Jacket was ordered, the medical doctor had to be present during the performance
the entire time of procedure. Beating could be part of the punishment too. The
third degree was arrest for several month, called "BUR", (BOURCE's spelling).This
separate arrest was added to the sentence. The prisoners had to take all their
belongings with them and were locked in a separate section of the camp all the
time. Nobody was allowed to communicate with them and were not allowed to speak.
They were issued the lowest rate of rations, barely enough to keep them Bli"v‘hJ
prisoners of the "Bur" could be called for internal camp work, and if necessary
to outside work. In latter case they were handeuffed on their waye This punish-
ment was especially used for repeately violation of regulation, for instance
letter writing., Each inmate of the camps was entiled to write 2 letters during onef
year. The letters had to pass the camp censor. By bribery and other channels in-
mates managed to mail letters out of bonds. Since the mail of all compulsory set=
tlers was liable to be censored also, it occasionally happened that the post
office returned those illegal letters to the camp officials. All these 3 grades
of punighment were in the jurisdiction of the camp C 0, the polit officer acting
as attorney.The fourth grade of punishment was prison and prolonging of the origi-
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nal sentence. This grade was in jurisdiction of HQ in VORKUTA. A speciel court
wzs establighed and held frequently sessions either in VOREKUTA or in the varicus
camps in the district. If for instance a prisoner refused to work amd his dis-
obedience exceded over 5 days, his total penalty was rigorosely extended to 5
and up to 20 years additional conviection. In the early years up to 49 mno classi-
fication of camps existed; the oriminzl and the poelitical convicts were imprisons
ed in the same camps. Normally the sexes were separated, but mixed camps existed
where both sexes were interned. It often haprened, even after 49, that male and
female camps were adjacent, and only partitioned by slugishly gusrded fences.
Communications between the sexes were illegel, but were common. If it was not
possible to sneek through or around fences, or the guards were not easily bribed
underground turinels were dug. Until 49 actual and pure bandit of blatnoi camps ]
were not distinguished as such. This category of hardened criminals and organize
criminals, who refused to work or did not acknowledge any other authority, ex-
cept for their own, had their own barracks, kept by themselves, and terrcriged
all the other inmates of the camps as well as the administrative personmel. ﬂqﬁﬂ?
ly their allien conduet went wipunished. In case their chstination grew tfiesce; |
however, blatnola were transferred to other camps, whers only hardened criminals
were internmed. These cemps were under especially trained personnel, who had
striet orders. The prisoners were forced to work, and were liable to get shot at
the slightest offense. The power of the blatnois in the various cemps was so
great, and the officlals of the camps were so corrupt, that a blatnoi seldom was
transferrad for correction. In late 49 the so called regime were established for
the political prisoners, and, as a rule, all ¢riminals were isolated in the hard
laber cemps, but even in 53 blatnois were found in almost all oamps, conduoting
themeelves same as before. SOURCE knew by hearsay that in mamy pure blatnoi
camps inmates of Loth sexes were interned together. Both sexes worked together
at the : _places until 52. In 53, especially after the death of STALIN, the
sexes were mom’s tly separated and worked by themselves. The reguired work
norms were the seme rate for both sexes. Until Mar/Apr 53 nobody of the prisonerg
drew any pay for the work done, and work hours were not normally fixed. It eoften
hapsened that work was extended to 20 hours per day. After Apr 52 the working
hours were restricted to B hours per day, at least for the political prisomers.
They earned wages, had to pay for clothing, board and lodging. The often will-
ful amount wes deducted from the earnmings. The balance was paid up to 200 Rubles
in cash and the rest paid into personal mccount. The prisoners wers allowed to
buy in the camp stores at extremely high prices. The women could buy hosiery and
lingery of silk, btut were not allowed to wear it, or to have it in personal
possession. All these belongings were bagsed, tagged, and stored in the aupply.
Luxuries and food hewever, could not be bought and were not aveilable.

The politieal forced labor camps and the priscns housed priscmers of meny
nationallties. Wher SOURCE worked on excavations in VORKUTA town in Mar 51, her
group worked close to dwellings under constr. Male prisoners, inmates of MVD
prison in VURKUTA, worked here. Communication batween the groups were not allow-
ed, Some pirls comprehended English and French languages and found cut, that somd
of the male priscmers were either Americans or Englishmen, and French. SOURCE
could not remember any names, but lmew that some of the English spoken prisoners
were airmen, who had forcedly left their airoraft by parachutes. They were ac-
cused to be foreign agents and sentenced to hard labor and prison.
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